
WILLIAM S. HART PARK IMPROVEMENTS
City Council Ad-Hoc Subcommittee Meeting
Monday, June 30, 2025



1. Call to Order

2. Overview of the Project

3. Project Background and Community Engagement to Date

4. Receive An Update on the Design Progress for the Phase 1 Project.

5. Provide Feedback And Input on the Proposed Off-leash Play Area Materials

6. Public Comment

7. Comments from Ad-hoc Subcommittee Members

8. Next Steps

9. Adjournment

MEETING AGENDA:



PROJECT BACKGROUND & ENGAGEMENT

Incorporation of West 
Hollywood, lease of park 
from City of Los Angeles. 
Initial improvements 
including landscaping, lawn, 
a small AIDS Memorial, 
fountain, and seating.

Off-leash dog play 
area authorized by 
City Council on a 
trial basis.

Public Facilities 
Commission Ad-Hoc 
Committee explored initial 
off-leash play area 
reconfiguration options.

City Council directed staff to 
develop a comprehensive plan 
for improvements including 
disability access/ compliance 
with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA).

Formation of a new Public 
Facilities Commission Hart Park
Ad-Hoc Committee.

Review of initial concepts 
and recommendations 
from the PFC. Input was 
also received from the 
Disabilities Advisory 
Board (DAB) at this time.

City Council review of 
outreach and 
recommendations from PFC 
and DAB, and approval of 
initial concept design.
Approval of Phase 1 and 
Phase 2 Approach.

1984-1990 March 19, 2018 August 8, 2018

May 12, 2021 April 3, 2023

City Council approval of 
award of design contract 
with Stoss for design and 
engineering, with direction 
to explore more “natural” 
material surfacing options 
for the off-leash play area.

September 16, 2024

Present- Site analysis and 
schematic design options 
prepared by team for review 
by PFC, DAB, HPC, and Older 
Adults Advisory Board.

October 2024

Preparation of initial concept 
design studies, outreach, and Ad-
Hoc Committee engagement.

2020-2021

1999 2004



Park Entry

Park Entry

AIDS Memorial

Off-Leash Play 
Area

Parking / Plaza

Actors Studio

Sunset Tower 
Hotel

Standard Hotel

Hart House

PROJECT GOALS & DRIVERS
• Upgrade and reconfigure park paths, 

parking lot, AIDS memorial, and off-leash 
play area for accessibility and ADA
compliance per the CASp report.

• Reconfigure off-leash play area per 
previous Council and Commission 
direction, for accessibility purposes and to 
create new usable park space to the north 
of the dog area with a more open view to 
the Hart House.

• Improve site security and pedestrian 
circulation, upgrade stair and park entry 
locations, signage, lighting, and seating.

• Retain existing canopy trees where
possible, and provide replacement
for those that must be removed to create 
accessible paths.

• Consider natural materials, canopy trees,
and other design features in support of the
City’s Climate Action and Adaptation Plan
(CAAP).



SITE CHALLENGES (Existing Conditions)
Slopes, Connectivity, and Accessibility

Parking Area
Slopes need to be re-graded and 
reconfigured for disability compliance 
with full mobility access, signage, and a van-
accessible space.

Path and Walkways Throughout the Park
Need to be reconfigured and expanded for
disability compliance with reduced slopes, new landings 
with accessible companion seating areas, and handrails for 
steeper ramped portions.



Off-Leash Dog Area
Needs to be reconfigured for disability 
compliance with reduced slopes,
accessible surfaces, and accessible seating
areas.

AIDS Memorial + Water Fountain
A steep sloping condition and differential 
settlement limits access for those with 
disabilities.

SITE CHALLENGES (Existing Conditions)
Slopes, Connectivity, and Accessibility



SITE CHALLENGES (Existing Conditions)
Slopes, Connectivity, and Accessibility



CONCEPT DESIGN (by MIG in 2021-22)- City Council-Approved 

Site PlanSite Survey

This initial concept plan was developed in
response to community input, 
and Commission and Advisory Board 
comments from 2020 to 2022 and was
approved by the City Council in 2023.



PHASE 1 (Current Work)
• Disability- related upgrades
• Off-leash dog play area reconfiguration
• Parking lot reconfiguration
• Other improvements related to the above, 

including security, lighting, and seating

PHASED APPROACH- City Council-Approved 

PHASE 2 (Future Work)
• Additional Park Enhancements Identified by the 

Community



• City Council (April 3, 2023)
• Approval of design concept and plan.

• City Council (September 16, 2024)
• Direction to consider “natural” alternatives to synthetic turf dog play area surfacing.

• Public Facilities, Recreation, and Infrastructure Commission (February 12, 2025)
• Two plan variations presented- current proposal and one variation with a stair bifurcating dog areas. Generally more

supportive of proposed plan due to the flexibility it offers. Supportive of pathways/ routes proposed and water wall
feature. No strong preference for parking layout, though supportive of keeping more existing trees wherever
possible. Supportive of multi-functional plaza as a place that can host a variety of uses for different user groups.
Many public commenters preferred not to split the off-leash area into two separate large/ small areas.

• Disabilities Advisory Board (February 26, 2025)
• Supportive of design approach and proposed accessibility improvements. Provided comments on the need for

thoughtful and accessible signage and seating, sufficient shade, handrails, and spaces for wheelchairs and walkers.

• Older Adults Advisory Board (March 6, 2025)
• General support for design approach, and supportive of the small plaza as a place that can host various uses.

Comments about design of handrails, seating, and lighting. Noted concerns about steep driveway at DeLongpre.

• Historic Preservation Commission (May 12, 2025)
• Receive and file of Director-approved Certificate of Appropriateness. Generally supportive of improvements, upper

plaza and dog play area reconfiguration, and proposed relationship of site setting to historic resource.

• City of Los Angeles (May 12, 2025)
• Provided comments and questions related to schematic design. Supportive of design, with detailed questions

related to site utilities and product specifications for site elements such as lighting.

SUMMARY OF FEEDBACK:



SITE PLAN- Proposed



AERIAL VIEW - Proposed Upgrades

LARGE OFF-LEASH DOG 
AREA W/ NEW TREES

PLAZA W/ NEW 
TREES

PARKINGSTAIR REMOVED, 
PARKING 
RECONFIGURED

NEW STAIR & 
CONSOLIDATED 
PEDESTRIAN ENTRY POINT

STAIR REMOVED, 
NEW LANDSCAPE

HART 
HOUSE

AIDS 
MEMORIAL
& FOUNTAIN

ACCESSIBLE 
LIFT

SMALL OFF- LEASH 
DOG AREA



DELONGPRE ENTRY VIEW - Proposed Upgrades



REFERENCE IMAGES- Pathways
Layered, accessible, and connected



LARGE OFF-LEASH DOG PLAY AREA- Proposed Upgrades



MEDIUM SIZE PAVERS 
(PLAZA- PARKING)

SMALL LINEAR PAVERS
(PED CONNECTOR)

GRANITECRETE OR 
CONCRETE

(DOG PARK EDGE)

ENGINEERED WOOD 
FIBER (EMF) CHIPS

(DOG PARK PLAY AREA)

DECOMPOSED GRANITE 
(OR CONCRETE)

(DOG PARK EDGE)

MATERIALS- Proposed Upgrades



MATERIALS STUDIED – Natural Alternatives to Synthetic Turf



AIDS Memorial and Water Feature



VIEW OF HART HOUSE - Proposed Upgrades



WATER FEATURE CONCEPT



AIDS MEMORIAL + 
WATER FEATURE

REFERENCE IMAGES- AIDS Memorial and Water Feature
Interactive, calming, an area of respite and reflection



REFERENCE IMAGES- Types of Seating
Bench arrangements, planting, and accommodating various users



REFERENCE IMAGES- Security and Lighting
Integrated and interactive



REFERENCE IMAGES- Integrated and Inclusive Signage and Wayfinding
Informative, measured, and integrated into pathways



REFERENCE IMAGES- Sensory Aspects
Seasonal interest, sensorial, and textured



• The updated design, off-leash play area materials, and recommendations 
from Boards and Commissions and the Ad-Hoc Subcommittee will be 
presented to City Council in the summer of 2025 .

• Construction documents will likely be complete near the end of 2025 and 
ready for bidding for construction in mid-2026.

NEXT STEPS:



THANK YOU.
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