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California law recognizes the need to reduce GHG emissions 
through local planning decisions

Source: ICLEI, 2004

What is the greenhouse effect?



AB 32

S-3-05• Executive Order S-3-05 (2005)

• Global Warming Solutions Act 
(AB 32, 2006)
• Reduce GHGs to:

• 1990 levels by 2020

• 80% below 1990 levels by 2050

• Local governments 
• State recommends 15% below current 

levels by 2020

• Attorney General recommendations

California’s plan to combat GHG emissions



California Projected GHG Emissions
1990 - 2050

California’s plan to combat GHG emissions



SB 375

SB 97

AB 32

S-3-05• Senate Bill 375 (2008)
• State sets regional targets 
• Land use and transportation
• SCAG (or WCCOG) prepares 

regional plan to meet targets
• City transportation funding 

requires consistency with the 
regional plan

• Senate Bill 97 (2008)
• City can use a Climate Action 

Plan to reduce impacts of 
individual projects

California’s plan to combat GHG emissions



• General Plan Update
• Establishes GHG reduction targets

• 2020 target for AB 32 and SB 375
• 2050 target for EO S-3-05

• Defines GHG reduction strategies

• Climate Action Plan
• Near-term action plan to 2020
• Implements General Plan strategies

• Estimates GHG reductions
• Includes likely costs
• Identifies funding options

General Plan Update and the CAP



West Hollywood’s Climate Action Plan

• Purpose 
• Describe innovative steps for City 

departments and agencies to 
reduce GHG emissions

• Identify steps that will reduce 
emissions within the community 
(businesses & residents)

• Propose strategies and actions 
designed to achieve target GHG 
reduction goal 

• Create a framework for monitoring 
progress towards goals



Preparing the Climate Action Plan

• Key Steps
• Inventory base year GHG emissions 

for City operations and community- 
wide activities

• Propose a GHG reduction goal to be 
achieved by target year

• Establish effective GHG reduction 
measures for major sources of 
emissions

• Gather community input on the plan 



State Reduction Target Recommendations

• CARB recommended minimum 2020 
GHG Reduction Target for local 
governments
• 15% below current levels
• Both municipal & community-wide 

emissions

• Attorney General’s office expands 
upon CARB Recommendation

• Community targets should align with the 
State’s 2020 and 2050 goals

• Interim targets favored to track reduction 
effectiveness  (i.e. 2015, 2035)



• Many jurisdictions have established 
targets

• Average 2020 reduction target
• 22% below current emissions levels

• West Hollywood’s development context 
should be considered when comparing to 
other cities

Other California Jurisdictions’ Targets



Jurisdiction Target(s)

Los Angeles 35% below 1990 levels by 2030

Santa Monica 15% below 1990 levels by 2015

San Diego 15% below 1990 levels by 2010

Chula Vista 20% below 1990 levels by 2010

Orange 15% below current levels by 2020

Berkeley 33% below 2000 levels by 2020
80% below 2000 levels by 2050

Hayward
6% below 2005 levels by 2013
12.5% below 2005 levels by 2020
82.5% below 2005 levels by 2050

Alameda 25% below 2005 levels by 2020

Albany 25% below 2005 levels by 2020

Other California Jurisdictions’ Targets



Provisional GHG Reduction Targets  

• Factors to consider
• Existing California legislation
• ARB Guidance
• The range of targets set by other 

jurisdictions completing General Plan 
updates and CAPs

• Feasibility to administer and achieve 
reduction measures



• State-recommended minimum (15% below 2005 levels)

Option 1: 15% below 2005 levels by 2020

• Staff-recommended option
• Consistent with statewide 

efforts
• Consistent with current 

ARB and AG guidance 
• Creates feasible reduction 

target reflecting West 
Hollywood’s conditions



• Match other California jurisdictions (25% below 2005 levels)

Option 2: 25% below 2005 levels by 2020

• Alternative option
• Demonstrates leadership
• Exceeds current ARB and 

AG guidance 
• Unknown feasibility at this 

time
• Could be problematic to 

lower the target at a future 
date



• Public Workshop 
(1/30)
• Introduce Climate 

Action Plan
• Discuss potential 

GHG reduction 
targets and 
strategies

Next Steps



Discussion
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