SUSTAINABILITY AWARDS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS
3-STAR Certification
STAR Communities Rating System
Sustainability Tools for Assessing and Rating (STAR) Communities is the nation’s premiere rating system, framework, and certification program for evaluating and quantifying the sustainability of U.S. communities. The nonprofit uses a holistic analysis method to measure a community’s environmental, economic, and social performance. The City of West Hollywood voluntarily pursued STAR Communities Certification to evaluate past and current City initiatives, identify areas for improvement, and align the City with proven best management practices in the STAR framework. West Hollywood scored well above the median score range needed to qualify for 3-STAR Certification, with notable achievements in the Education, Arts, and Community category as well as the categories for Climate & Energy, Built Environment, and Innovation and Process. For more information on the City’s recognition, please visit the City’s 3-STAR Certification page. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Four Beacon Awards
Beacon Program – Institute for Local Government
The Beacon Program supports small, large, urban, and suburban California jurisdictions that implement effective climate action practices to improve the quality of life in their communities. The City of West Hollywood has earned four awards from the Beacon Program in recognition of its energy savings, community greenhouse gas reductions, and sustainability best practices. For more information about West Hollywood’s Beacon Awards, please visit WeHo’s Beacon Participant Profile.
Gold SolSmart Designation
The SolSmart Initiative
US Department of Energy Solar Energy Technologies Office
The Solsmart Initiative, funded by the US Department of Energy, recognizes cities across the nation for reducing local barriers to solar energy installation and fostering the growth of a strong, local solar market. The City of West Hollywood has been awarded with a Gold SolSmart Designation for its efforts in improving solar access protections in its Municipal Code, installing solar photovoltaic arrays on the roofs of the West Hollywood Library and the Automated Parking Garage at West Hollywood City Hall, streamlining its approval process for permitting solar energy systems, and for its partnership with EnergySage for providing information and resources to property owners to implement solar systems. For more information about West Hollywood’s designation by the SolSmart program, please visit West Hollywood’s SolSmart Profile. For information on the City’s Go Solar program, please visit WeHo’s EnergySage webpage.
Gold Star Energy Leader Award
Westside Energy Partnership
The Westside Energy Partnership (WEP) is a local government partnership consisting of six regional Los Angeles County cities. WEP helps cities implement energy efficiency across its partners’ facilities and communities. In 2019, the City earned the Gold Star Energy Leader Award from WEP for achieving more than 10% energy savings in the City’s municipal buildings. The award recognizes the energy audits and subsequent improvements the City has undertaken to monitor and improve energy use. For more information on the City’s municipal energy reductions, please visit WeHo’s Member Spotlight on the Local Government Sustainable Energy Coalition website.
Green Leader Certificate
Clean Power Alliance 
The Clean Power Alliance is a Community Choice Aggregation CCA program and nonprofit entity that provides customers with renewable electricity options. The City of West Hollywood has earned a Green Leader Certificate by the Clean Power Alliance for providing 100% clean, renewable energy by default to its community. The 100% Green Power program allows West Hollywood customers to source their electricity entirely by renewable energy, while allowing flexibility for opting to lower tiers of renewable energy sources or for opting out of the program entirely. For more information, please visit WeHo’s Clean Power Alliance webpage.
ZEVe Award
California Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development
The California Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development’s Zero-Emission Vehicle (ZEV) Team recognizes local jursidiction’s efforts to accelerate zero emission vehicle market growth throughout California. The ZEV team recognized the City of West Hollywood’s Planning and Development Services Department with a ZEVe Award for going above and beyond to streamline the permitting process for electric vehicle charging stations. To learn more about the City of West Hollywood’s efforts to support electric vehicle infrastructure, please visit WeHo’s EV Charge Up page.
