
CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD PLANNING COMMISSION

MINUTES

JUNE 2,  1994

West Hollywood Park Auditorium
647 N.   San Vicente Boulevard

West Hollywood,   CA 90069

I. CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Planning Commission was
called to order by Commissioner Richmond at 7: 00 p. m.

A.     Pledge of Allegiance:      The Pledge of Allegiance was

led by Commissioner Richmond.

B.    Roll Call:

Commissioners Present:     Behr,  Crowe,   Litz,  Richmond,

Zaden

Commissioners Absent:       Lambert,   Loveman

Others Present:   Bill Meeker,  Acting Planning
Manager;  Tim Foy,  Acting Associate
Planner;  Tom Trevor,  Recording
Secretary.

C.    Approval of Agenda:

Action:    To pull the Consent Calendar  ( III. A. 1,  May 19,
1994 minutes and III. B,   " Gazzarri' s)   and approve the

agenda as amended.

Motion:  Crowe Second:   Litz

Vote:      All Ayes Motion carried.

D.    This agenda was posted at City Hall,  the Community
Development Department counter,  West Hollywood Library on
San Vicente Boulevard and Plummer Park.

II.       ITEMS FROM CITIZENS

A.    Jeanne Dobrin,  West Hollywood,  noted that West Hollywood

parking lot was nearly full probably because spaces are
being used by businesses in the area;    she also spoke

regarding parking at House of Blues.
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III.    CONSENT CALENDAR

IV.    EXCLUDED CONSENT CALENDAR

A.    Approval of Minutes

1.    May 19,   1994

Pulled from the Consent Calendar for the following reasons:

1.     Commissioner Litz suggested that Jeanne Dobrin' s remarks
under Items from Citizens   ( II. C)   indicate that messages

left on the Code Enforcement hotline after 6: 00 P. M.  on a

business day are not retrieved until the next business
day,  which could be up to 3 days later,   and that the

hotline is only a message center and not all Code
Enforcement Officers are even aware of its existence;

2 .     Commissioner Litz requested that Action on IV. A
Creative Sign Permit 94- 21)   should read,   " Staff was

directed to work with the applicant for the Creative Sign
Permit to reduce the height of the towers above the
roof line,  ensure that the total signage doesn' t exceed
that permitted by Code,  and use alternate descriptions
of the business on the signs,  de- emphasizing liquor and

focusing more on the market aspect of the use;"  and

3 .     Item IX. B  ( Items from Commissioners)   should read,

Commissioner Zaden spoke about adding landscaping to the
large blank wall behind the House of Blues on the north
side of De Longpre. "

Action:    To approve the minutes as amended.

Motion:     Zaden Second:    Crowe

Vote:    All Ayes Motion carried.

B.     Development Permit 93- 23,  Conditional Use Permit 93- 07,

and Parking Use Permit 93- 08    -  Minor revision of building
plans for a nightclub use   ( formerly  " Gazzarri' s") ,   relocating

an approved outdoor dining location.

Applicant:     Stanley Brent,  AIA

Owner:     Wells Fargo Bank

Location:       9039 Sunset Boulevard

Recommended Action:  Approve minor revision to project plans,
as requested.

Although not a public hearing,  the following were allowed to
speak:

Mark Lehman,  West Hollywood,   applicant' s representative

Lester Hirsch,  West Hollywood

Jeanne Dobrin,  West Hollywood
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Action:    To continue proposal for revision of the outdoor

dining area approved in DVP 93- 23,  CUP 93- 07 and PUP 93- 08 to

July 7,   1994 meeting with direction to staff to provide the
Planning Commission with the following information:     1)

Documentation that plan revisions are acceptable to property
owner;  2)   Notification of proposed changes are to be mailed
certified)   to adjacent property owners and individuals who

testified at the Planning Commission and City Council
meetings informing them of the next discussion scheduled
before the the Planning Commission regarding this item;  3)

Small version of current plans vs.  plans approved by City
Council;  4)   " Before and after earth- quake"  reports by Building
and Safety are to be presented to Planning Commission;  5)

Current status report of crosswalk improvement plan,  valet and

landscape plans to be presented to the Planning Commission;
and 6)   Certification and an improved report is requested from
acoustical engineer.

Motion:     Zaden Second:     Behr

Vote:    Ayes  -    Behr,   Litz,  Richmond,   Zaden

Noes  -  Crowe

Motion carried.

V. CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARINGS    -  None

VI.       PUBLIC HEARINGS

A.     Zoning Text Amendment 94- 03  -  Amendments to Article IX of

the West Hollywood Municipal Code  ( Zoning Ordinance) ,
defining  "bar area"  as it relates to restaurant uses,

drawing a distinction between restaurants with
entertainment uses and nightclubs,  and clarifying policies

relative to inclusionary housing requirements for
condominium conversions.

Initiated By:       City of West Hollywood

Location:       City- wide

Recommended Action:   Adopt Resolution No.   PC 94- 25,

recommending to the City Council,
adoption of the proposed

amendments to Article IX of the
West Hollywood Municipal Code

Zoning Ordinance) .

Tim Foy presented the staff report.

Commissioner Richmond opened the public hearing.

The Commission discussed each issue separately;  asked

questions of staff and took testimony for each item.
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1.     Inclusionary Housing/ Condo Conversions.

Action:    To continue to the June 16,   1994 meeting with

direction to staff to research the viability of the
options presented and to determine if conflicts with the
Ellis Act exist.

Motion:   Litz Second:   Zaden

Vote:    All Ayes Motion carried.

2 .     Definition of a  " bar area"  of a restaurant.

Action:    To continue to the June 16,   1994 meeting with
direction to staff to research other approaches in dealing
with this issue and the conformance of staff' s recommen-
dation with the City Council' s position on the subject.

Motion:    Behr Second:     Litz

Vote:    All Ayes Motion carried.

3 .    Distinguishing restaurants with entertainment uses and
nightclubs.

Jeanne Dobrin,  West Hollywood,  commented on the

amendment.

Action:    Accept staff recommendation as long as restricted
to indoor dining area and that entertainment not permitted
in outdoor area unless specifically allowed by another
permit;  and revising the last sentence of staff' s
recommended definition of a nightclub by deleting the word
only" .

Motion:    Crowe Second:   Litz

Vote:    All Ayes Motion carried.

4 .   Correcting an error in Zoning Text Amendment 93- 03
concerning parking standards for minor building
additions.

Action:    Accept staff recommendation.

Motion:     Behr Second:   Litz

Vote:    All Ayes Motion carried.

A resolution incorporating all of the amendments will be
presented to the Commission following the conclusion of
discussion of the issues for which consensus was not
reached.
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VII.    COMMISSION CONSIDERATION

A.    Creative Sign Permit 94- 21

Signage proposed for S  &  S Junior Market as a part of a

facade renovation project under the City' s Commercial
Revitalization Program.

Applicant:     S  &  S Junior Market

Owner:     Morris Savitz

Location:       7602 Santa Monica Boulevard

Recommended Action:   Approve subject to findings and
conditions contained in Resolution
No.   PC 94- 22.

John Chase,   Los Angeles,  Architect,   spoke for the

project.

Ruth Williams,  West Hollywood,   requested that this item be
continued and indicated that problem businesses such as
S  &  S Liquor should not be granted special dispensations
from the City.

Donny Cacy,  West Hollywood,  commented on the project.

Action:    To approve the Creative Sign Permit.

Motion:     Brad Crowe No Second

Motion failed for lack of a Second.

Action:    To deny the request.

Motion:    Behr Second:     Litz

Vote:    All Ayes Motion carried.

VIII.   ITEMS FROM CITIZENS

A.     Donny Cacy,  West Hollywood,   invited Commissioners to a

reception for the recently elected Councilmembers at the
Bel Age Hotel.

B.    Hylan Kunerth,  West Hollywood,   suggested building a Kings
Road Theater at the Thrifty Oil site;  he also spoke about

microwave transmissions.

C.    Jeanne Dobrin,  West Hollywood,   reminded the Commission of

a meeting with the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board on
June 14,   1994,   6: 45 p. m. ,  at the Werle Building.
Attendees are Commissioner Richmond,   Captain Mangam,   and

Susan Duenas.
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IX.       ITEMS FROM COMMISSIONERS    -  None

X. ITEMS FROM STAFF

A.    Tim Foy,   reminded the Planning Commission about the
Livable Cities Conference on June 11,   1994,   in Santa

Monica.

B.    Tim Foy,   informed the Commission that he expected to
release the Negative Declaration for East Side Zoning
Amendment soon;   invited the Commissioners to appoint a
Subcommittee to review the zoning changes prior to the
public hearing and invited them to the neighborhood
meeting on June 22 ,   1994,   at Plummer Park Fiesta Hall.

C.    Gay Forbes spoke about outside Counsel for Sunset Specific
Plan EIR  -  procedure would be to recirculate it for
another 45 days for comment period and bring it to the
Commission in September,   1994 .     It was suggested that

another study session should be scheduled as there will be
new Commissioners by then.

XI.      ADJOURNMENT

Action:    To adjourn to the meeting of the Planning Commission
on Thursday,  June 16,   1994 ,   7 : 00 p. m. ,  West Hollywood Park

Auditorium,   647 San Vicente Boulevard,  West Hollywood.

Motion:     Litz Second:   Crowe

Vote: All Ayes Motion carried.

EARS,CHAIR

ATTEST:

DIRECTO OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
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