CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD PLANNING COMMISSION
MINUTES
JULY 20, 1995
West Hollywood Park Auditorium
647 N. San Vicente Boulevard

West Hollywood, CA 90069

CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Planning Commission was called to order at 6:30 p m. by
Commissioner Litz.

A. Pledge of Allegiance: The Pledge of Allegiance was led by
Commissioner Litz.
B. Roll Call:
Commissioners Present: David Behr, Brad Crowe, D’Lynda Fischer,
Thomas Jones, James Litz, Stephen Smith
Staff Present: Gay Forbes, Director; Lisa Heep, Planning

Manager; Tim Foy, Associate Planner;
Hassan Haghani, Associate Planner; Lucy
Dyke; Transportation Manager; Thinh Tran,
Staff Assistant

C. Approval of Agenda

Commissioner Smith commented on the Nightclub Parking Subcommittee
meeting.

Action: To move Item 7A before Item 4, change recommendation of item 6B
to state “Continue to date to be renoticed,” pull Item 4 and approve
Agenda as amended.

Motion: Behr Second: Smith

Votes: All Ayes (Crowe absent)

Motion carried

D. Posting of Agenda
This agenda was posted at City Hall, the Community Development Department

counter, West Hollywood Library on San Vicente Boulevard, Plummer Park, and
the West Hollywood Sheriff's Station.
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Il. ITEMS FROM CITIZENS

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

A. CHAIRPERSON
B. VICE-CHAIRPERSON

Action: To maintain status quo; Commissioner Litz as Chairperson and
Commissioner Fischer as Vice-Chairperson.

Motion: Smith Second: Behr
Votes: All Ayes (Crowe absent)

Motion carried.

Vil. COMMISSION CONSIDERATION

A. Discussion of Amending the Planning Commission Bylaws

Commissioner Smith commented on the present bylaws regarding commissioner
voting requirements and his suggestion for amendment.

Action: To amend to Resolution PC 92-31, Section 18 to state, “A motion shall
be adopted by a majority of the Commission, that is, no motion shall
be adopted with less than three affirmative votes....”

Motion: Smith

The Action was withdrawn by Commissioner Smith.

The Commission agreed not to amend the Bylaws at this time.

. EXCLUDED CONSENT CALENDAR

A. July 6, 1995 Minutes

Action: To amend on page 6, Item 5E(e), the spelling of public speaker’s name
to “ Andonia Katsoras,” and approve the minutes as amended.

Motion: Behr Second: Fischer
Votes: All Ayes (Litz abstained; Crowe absent)
Motion carried.

B. Resolution No. PC 95-32

Commission requested staff to verbally clarify the Resolution; Mr. Foy responded.
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Action: To amend Resolution PC 95-32 for clarification and approve as

amended.

Motion: Behr

Votes: All Ayes (Crowe absent)
V. PUBLIC HEARING

A. Nightclub Parking Standards

Applicant:
Location:

Case Planner:
Recommendation:

B. Dome Billiards

Applicant:
Location:
Case Planner:

Recommendation:

C. Noah’s Bagels

Applicant:
Location:

Case Planner:
Recommendation:

Mr. Foy presented the staff report.

Second: Fischer

Motion carried.

City of West Hollywood
City-wide
Tim Foy

Continue to August 3, 1995.

Clinton Airey
7901 Santa Monica Boulevard
Hassan Haghani

Continue to date to be renoticed.

Keith Glassman
8917-19 Santa Monica Boulevard
Tim Foy

Adopt Resolution No. 95-35.

Ms. Heep stated that the Parking Use Permit application can be ignored and
commented that “variance” was used for lack of better terminology.

a. Bill Hughson, Applicant, stated that the company is committed to the community and

recycling.

b. Kieth Glassman, Applicant, commented that their use would be complementary to

the neighborhood.

Mr. Hughson and Mr. Glassman responded to questions from Commissioners.

Action: To close the public hearing.
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Motion: Fischer Second: Crowe

Votes: All Ayes (Smith absent) Motion carried.
Action: To approve Resolution No. PC 95-35.

Motion: Fischer Second: Jones

Votes: All Ayes (Smith absent) Motion carried.

The Commission directed staff to study parking requirements for parking for the City and

Mr

Mr.

to enforce the Rage parking lot.

Variance 95-01

Applicant: Elijah Rosenberg

Location: 1008 Stanley Street

Case Planner: Hassan Haghani
Recommendation: Approve VAR 95-01 and adopt

Resolution PC 95-30.
Haghani presented the staff report.

Eljah Rosenberg, Applicant, commented that the fence was constructed for safety
and privacy.

Tiffany Nave, West Hollywood, tenant of site, commented that she is concerned with
privacy and safety; the fence needs to be maintained.

Peter Conti, West Hollywood, tenant of site, commented that the fence is necessary
to for privacy and safety.

Ashley Nunn, Los Angeles, detailed the fencing structure and commented on the
angle of repose by the sun.

Joseph Sauer, Owner of adjacent property, commented that the fence reminds him
of a Russian prison and that the fence has no correlation with crime.

Sauer translated from Russian to English for the following speakers.
Alexandr Vaynstein, West Hollywood, tenant of adjacent building, commented that
he has difficulty breathing and that Mr. Rosenberg did not have Mr. Sauer’s

permission to take photographs from the latter’s property.

Bella Zvagelskaya, West Hollywood, tenant of adjacent building, commented that
there is lack of air and light because of the fence; this increases her electric bills.
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Yelena Tkacher, West Hollywood, tenant of adjacent building, commented that the
fence blocks light and air into the apartment and is an ugly structure.

Arkadiy Tracher, West Hollywood, tenant of adjacent building, commented that there
is no air and light because of the fencing structure.

David Decktyar, West Hollywood, tenant of adjacent building, commented that the
property was cleaner when there was no fence, there is insufficient air and light.

Larisa Dekhtyar, West Hollywood, tenant of adjacent building, commented that her
apartment is hot and there is no light.

Helen Schwimmer, West Hollywood, tenant of adjacent building, commented that the
fencing structure has prevented the tenants from communicating.

Genadiy Reynlib, West Hollywood, tenant of adjacent building, commented that the
fence makes the environment hot and dark, and unable to communicate with the
neighbors.

Raisa Reynlil, West Hollywood, tenant of adjacent building, commented that her
apartment is hot and dark and she needs to leave her lights on all day.

Rosenberg rebutted; metal fences were not used because they could be climbed.

Warren Blum, Applicant’s attorney, commented that the reasons of the tenants from
the adjacent building were unrelated to the fencing structure.

Action: To close the public hearing.

Motion: Crowe Second: Fischer

Votes: All Ayes (Smith absent) Motion carried.

Action: To adopt Variance 95-01 and approve Resolution PC 95-30.
Motion: Crowe Second: Fischer

Votes: All Ayes (Smith absent) Motion carried.

Raleigh Sunset Retail Project

Applicant: Raleigh Enterprises

Location: 8580 Sunset Boulevard

Case Planner: Teresa Kozlowski/Hassan Haghani
Recommendation: Adopt Resolution PC 95-33 approving Demolition

Permit 95-04, Development Permit 95-08, and
Minor Conditional Use Permit 95-10 subject to the
findings and conditions described in the Resolution,
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the Discussion of Environmental Evaluation, and
the Mitigation Monitoring Plan.

Mr. Haghani presented the staff report.

Ms. Dyke responded to questions regarding parking mitigation measure.

a.

Kevin Davis, Applicant, presented a brief history of project and model and
architectural drawings of proposed project.

Staff and Mr. Davis responded to questions from the Commission.

b.

Lewis Angelicas, Los Angeles, Raleigh Project, responded to question from
Commission regarding air conditioning unit.

Charlie Mercer, Sunset Strip Association, commented that his organization is eager
to see this project move forward because it will be good for the Strip.

Dorothy Dorben, Los Angeles, ROAR, commented that she is please with the project
and that it will set the tone for scale and design for Sunset Boulevard and the issue
that before a working permit is issued that Raleigh must put in a sum of $50,000 to
ROAR for traffic mitigation purposes.

Jeanne Dobrin (given time by Carol Sanders), West Hollywood, commended the
project and commented that she would like the project to be approved swiftly, on
restaurants and parking standards for the site, quality design and legendary
landscaping, and the project will be revenue enhancing.

Jeff Seymour (given time by Glenn Weinman), Western International Media,
commented that he is concerned with the traffic mitigation measure that would
prohibit parking along Sunset because this would limit parking availability for
Western International Media.

Mr. Davis rebutted; commented on hours of operation and $50,000 bond

Ms. Dyke commented on the changes to the Resolution in Item 10.8, 10.12, and the
deletion of Item 10.18.

Action: To close public hearing.
Motion: Crowe Second. Fischer
Votes: All Ayes (Smith absent) Motion carried.

Action: To approve Resolution PC 95-33 as amended below -
e insert language that would provide complete screening above
mechanical equipment (HVAC and roof penetration) so that they
are not visible, which would include an additional wall 5’-10’
beyond parapet walls,
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e insert language that states that the landscape plan be reviewed
by a design review subcommittee prior to issuance of building
permits, and

e insert language that would limit the number of restaurants to one
or two with no more than 1200 square feet total.

Motion: Fischer Second: Crowe

Votes: Ayes - Crowe, Fischer, Litz
Noes - Behr, Jones
(Smith absent)

Motion failed.

Action: To approve Resolution PC 95-33 as amended below -

e insert language that would provide complete screening above
mechanical equipment (HVAC and roof penetration) so that they
are not visible, which would include an additional wall 5’-10’
beyond parapet walls, and

o insert language that states that the landscape plan be reviewed
by a design review subcommittee prior to issuance of building
permits.

Motion: Behr Second: Crowe

Votes: All Ayes (Smith absent) Motion carried.

VIil. ITEMS FROM CITIZENS

IX.

None.
ITEMS FROM COMMISSIONERS

Commissioner Crowe commented that he would like the meeting to be adjourned in
the memory of Thomas Crail.

Commissioner Behr commented that he would like staff to study the adequacy of
parking requirements.

Commissioner Litz stated that the Planning Commission has been invited to attend
the Council Hearing for the Sunset Specific Plan.
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Q IX. ITEMS FROM STAFF
None.
X. ADJOURNMENT

Action: To adjourn, in the memory of Thomas Crail, to the next meeting of
the Planning Commission on Thursday, August 3, 1995 from 6:30
P.M. until completion at the West Hollywood Park Auditorium at 647
N. San Vicente in West Hollywood.

Motion: Crowe

Votes: All Ayes (Smith absent) Motion carried.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS DAY OF AUGUST 3, 1995.

i

N CHAIRPERSON

ATTEST:

(Saumielenn

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
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