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Traffic Calming Study

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This study focused on identifying solutions to reduce cut-through traffic and speeds through two key study
areas within the City of West Hollywood:

e Study Area 1. bound to the north by Melrose Avenue and to the south by Beverly Boulevard. The
western boundary is Doheny Drive and the eastern boundary is San Vicente.

e Study Area 2: also bound to the north by Melrose Avenue and to the south by Beverly Boulevard.
Study Area 2 is immediately east of Study Area 1 and is bound to the west by San Vicente Boulevard
and to the east by La Cienega Boulevard.

This neighborhood was selected for evaluation in response to concerns raised by the community regarding
cut through traffic and speeding. The City worked with the community prior to initiating this traffic calming
analysis to identify concerns and determined a neighborhood-wide traffic calming study should be conducted
that would develop a comprehensive plan. By looking at the two neighborhoods collectively, a plan would be
prepared to address traffic patterns through the community as a whole, which minimizes the potential for trip
diversion that may occur when traffic calming measures are implemented on a single street in the larger
neighborhood. The two study areas encompass a small neighborhood of primarily single family residential
homes, which are surrounded by heavily utilized commercial corridors. As a result, when congestion on the
commercial corridors occurs, trips divert into the residential neighborhood to by-pass congestion and queues

at busy intersections.

A series of steps were taken to determine the community

Identify Study Area in
Response to Citizen Concerns

issues, possible solutions and recommendations. The
process undertaken followed the City's traffic calming
guidelines and focused on a grass-roots method for

identifying solutions within the community. Existing Data Collection & Analysis

conditions data was collected to set the foundation for
traffic conditions within the two study areas. The data
was presented to the community at the Initial Workshop. Initial Community Meeting
Community members discussed the traffic information
and learned about potential traffic calming solutions. I ———

During the workshops, participants were encouraged to Ideas Shared at Community

. . . . Meeting
help develop solutions for their neighborhood that will

address their concerns. : :
Follow up Community Meeting

to Share & Receive Feedback on
Fehr & Peers developed the DRAFT traffic calming the Concept Plan

solutions for the neighborhood, which integrated the

recommendations from the community members and data collected. Recommendations were then presented

March 2015 5



West Hollywood West

to the community at a second workshop, where community members were encouraged to share their
thoughts about the recommendations. Fehr & Peers then prepared the FINAL recommendations for the City
based on input received at both of the workshops and at a final community meeting. The third and final
community outreach meeting was held in January 2015 to explain to the community members the process for
proceeding with circulating petitions and to discuss any further concerns or recommendations on the plan.
Community members are responsible for circulating petitions to gain support for the recommendations
before individual traffic calming the recommendations can be considered by the Transportation Commission

and City Council.

This report outlines each of the key steps taken in the development of the Traffic Calming recommendations

for the West Hollywood West community.
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Traffic Calming Study

2.0 EXISTING CONDITIONS

The West Hollywood West community is bound to the north by Melrose Avenue, to the south by Beverly
Boulevard, to the east by La Cienega Boulevard and to the west by Doheny Drive. San Vicente Boulevard runs
north-south and divides the West Hollywood West study area into two parts: Study Area 1 (west of San
Vicente) and Study Area 2 (east of San Vicente). The project Study Areas are illustrated in Figure 1.

Overall, the West Hollywood West community is bound by high volume roadways. Daily traffic volumes on
streets surrounding the study area are reported as vehicles per day (vpd) and are provided below:

e Melrose Avenue: 21,203 vpd
e San Vicente Boulevard: 21,220 vpd
e Beverly Boulevard: 25,679 vpd

e La Cienega Boulevard: 30,258 vpd (City
of Los Angeles)

e Doheny Drive: 18,552 vpd

When traffic congestion builds on these major
arterials, drivers occasionally divert onto the
local streets within the West Hollywood West
neighborhood. A City-wide Engineering and
Speed Survey was conducted in 2014 that
collected daily traffic volumes and speeds for all
streets within the city boundary, which are
illustrated in Figure 2. Based on the
information collected, traffic volumes on the
residential streets within West Hollywood West

are comparable to traffic volumes and speeds Sample Traffic Calming Improvement
on residential streets throughout the City.

As West Hollywood West is located within an urbanized area, it is anticipated that some traffic will pass
through the residential areas. Some trips are due to drivers who are lost, others due to navigation, others are
seasoned cut-through drivers. Regardless the purpose of the cut-through traffic, the goal of the traffic
calming recommendations in this report was to manage the traffic, reduce cut-through and maintain 25 mph
speeds for all residential streets in the West Hollywood West neighborhood.

Figures 3 and 4 illustrate the existing daily directional volumes within Study Area 1 and Study Area 2,
respectively. As shown, daily traffic volumes within the community range from a low of approximately 331
vpd on Westbourne Drive south of Rosewood Avenue to a high of 4,242 vpd on Rosewood Avenue west of
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Huntley Drive. Daily traffic counts and 85" percentile speeds were provided by the City as part of the City-
wide Traffic Study. Peak hour volumes collected specifically for this project are provided in Appendix A.

All streets within the West Hollywood West community are classified as residential streets with prima facie
speed limits of 25 mph. As such, speed limit signs do not need to be posted for the speed limit to be
enforced. Speed survey data collected citywide demonstrates that the 85" percentile speeds® within the
community are within an acceptable range of the prima facie speed limit. However, some of the vehicles
traveling along the roads in the West Hollywood West community travel at speeds that exceed the posted
speed limit causing concern amongst the residents. Figures 5 and 6 illustrate the 85" percentile speeds for
the West Hollywood West Community for Study Area 1 and Study Area 2 respectively.

Parking is permitted on both sides of all streets within the West Hollywood West neighborhood. Permits are
required to park on-street throughout the day. Parking restrictions vary street by street, but for the most part,
non-resident or commercial parking is restricted throughout the study areas.

A field review of the existing traffic patterns showed that Rosewood Avenue, Norwich Drive, Huntley Drive and
West Knoll Drive are the most common cut-through routes within the West Hollywood West neighborhood.
Figure 7 illustrates these cut-through routes along with the travel patterns associated with each:

- Approximately 15% of traffic traveling eastbound on Beverly Boulevard cuts through Bonner Drive or
Sherbourne Drive to travel eastbound on Rosewood Avenue

- Approximately 35% of traffic traveling northbound on San Vicente Boulevard make a northbound
right turn onto Rosewood Avenue, then either continue eastbound on Rosewood Avenue or turn left
onto one of the parallel north-south streets to reach Melrose Avenue

- Approximately 10% of traffic traveling eastbound on Melrose Ave cuts through the neighborhood,
mostly distributed among Norwich Drive, Huntley Drive, or West Knoll Drive to reach Rosewood
Avenue. From Rosewood Avenue, the majority of the vehicles cutting through continue to travel
eastbound.

1 g5 percentile speed is the speed at which 85% of the vehicles are travel or less during an observation period. This
speed is use to establish posted speed limits in accordance with the California Vehicle Code. Setting speeds lower than
the 85™ percentile speed can be considered a speed trap and speed limits may not be enforceable using radar speed
detection.

March 2015 8



Norma Pl _ .3
Micky's (T )

A ; (M) STR
RagelT) .~ '
hq\ ol Sherwood Dr 8 -
o =
\';-Pq' Koontz Hardware (& w w
B =z = = Bt o
£ SooE B
= Kei = 2
o Kelth Ave The Ahbg}; Food & Bar (T ) tif - E 5 @
3 i <] 5 =] ] =
4 ' West Hollywood Park @ = L = = a
= . ) =
o
< T = & : , B ~ Luct
W B Le Pain Quotidien ( 1) (1) Urth Caffé
L by nﬂm?\
Troubadour (s} 2 o
F D‘ |
i Raya Skin Cahe

b,

Ir'-.
Salon and Seia -

z
Rangely Ave ‘%
%‘}
i
Dorrington Ave %ﬁ'}l
o
Study Area 1 Z,
Ashcroft Ave

Real Fdod Daily (11)

Hosswoccle (1) Petrossian Largo at the Zoronet (x)

Wowy N

verly BlvE
= = o
-
% ;—-E, g Newsroom Cafe (11)
g ] = \ Beverly BI
=] = ™ 1§ (w} The Body Shop (&)
Chays Brasserie [ 11) - j
Alden Dr : = H,
Cedars-Sinal  Beverly Center (&
Medical Center i
m w
0 % v 3 Horton & Co = '
- E = o Lisa Kline Men- =~ LA B, SEtsE x
S % g "_.-:: Robertson arma::)rﬁ: g
=
R S S— 1 L W 3rd St S 5 G —
= &) iz L
o = = > i) g
o T RebertsonBlvd MedSpa (=) = ﬂ;#: = % 'f&
M & 7] ' 2
1 .05 = -
.. B3 = E =

s==== Neighborhood Boundary

N

O STUDY AREAS

FIGURE 1

Not to Scale



H
2
z
8
<
9]
z
H
]
E]

IV VIHEVIN

1s 1108130

UdweT) 212

AV YSOWHOS

Tz

| satmamdnicaBivo

ROMAINE ST

Vet
AV HLHOMAVH

Tdug

(udw

e
3NV 138NV

H
i
Z
3

; Wuiz2) 1691

(udwsg) srzt

(udwgg) sost

(= EENC]

L2 \

)
=

Q¥ SN33INO

e
2

WUER R
<

© (uduwsn) vier
B QY VWOTVLIV

HALNNOWL
due)

City of West Hollywood Daily Traffic Volumes and 85th Percentile Speeds

o
=3

. z
H EH
I 3
PE g
: % ,

L s
IAVNHOH -
1S F3aVa1 ; ()
1S V1D

IV IVATIH

=1

@

=

s anownvH 1l

'z

3

uaAwIHEM | |

¥AANZHOQ

¥A1048VO |
—}
IVAHOO |

QY STIH 13SNNS

AMH VLTV VH43IS

DOHENY RD

EN\R-EEEN]
S H
E H
(wuwgg) sgse | '
v AV YIZ1IIMS =)
>
3
<
(wdueg) vt S
EINEEEORE] g
>
(e g
(wwez) 66 g
<
&

KNOLL DR

(udwizg) vzt

IARRATT S

AWy I

IV WIVd

CYNTHIA ST

1S ¥INQYD

AV VLINOE Vu3IS

3NV NOSUND

3NV AFINVLS

3NV ONIAINYAS

3AV 3ISINTD

¥ N3A90

1dVILL3SNIOd |
a
i 7d VILLISNIO]
EINENCVAEENCIN H
H
! 3avaITing
IV 3TN :
S 3RV
1S VISIA H
| — 1S VISIA
1S H3INaHVYO
& T e g
0w 66Tt i
IAVNOSHND (udur o
: w %[ W) 75z
2 w
z 2
S = T —
3AV ONIQTINYES a
H &|
Ed o
2| (Crs
3AV IISINTD '
owE?) Te6T
A N3a90
o [ 0w
AV INOHD FONVHO | E

AV IAOHD FONVHO

TNV XYLV

3NV HIZ1IIMS

ad SONI

t

Functional Class

on

Ifica

2,000

0 1,000
e  [eet

City of West Hollywood Boundary

Arterial
Collector
Local

CLINTON ST

dwyz) eaeT
A TIONY LSIM

1
H

VISTA GRANDE ST
DICKS ST

NORMA PL
ELEVADO ST

LLOYD PL

KEITH AVE
HARLAND AVE
NEMO ST
MELROSE AVE
RANGELY AVE

3,

. ANV ¥IZ1IIMS

1S 538074

QY SONDI

AV OONYTHO

AV 140D

1S @344

AAI8VOINID VIN

¥d INYNOELSIM

A ATTUNNH

; QA1 3UINTOINNVS
/' ua InunosyaHs

-- - A8 NOSLY380Y

AUV
i A TIYMS
i ¥Q ¥33d V1
6T) B ¥a LNOWTY

HRCGPNERTENY

LUAWOE)-BEBBE 0 AnaHoan

DORRINGTON AVE
ASHCROFT AVE
ROSEWOOD AVE
BEVERLY BLVD

City of West Hollywood, Sept 2014

Source.

CITYWIDE SPEED AND VOLUME DATA

FIGURE 2



Study Area 2

«—570
314—

«—430
302

3741t251 Study Area 1
—627
535—

=====: Neighborhood Boundary

N STUDY AREA 1
h AVERAGE DAILY TRAFFIC

Not to Scale FIGURE 3




\588

428\ \313

291\, 247,\§1 62

Study Area 2

Study Area 1

=====: Neighborhood Boundary

N STUDY AREA 2
h AVERAGE DAILY TRAFFIC

Not to Scale FIGURE 4A




N =
AN~
Nod
Qa9
23 (30)
<L838(635)
227 (15)
Melrose Ave
7 (18)
459 (793) —> <T)
8(3) sl 51 23 (259)
E 2(22)
~
% 3
= |
1
e -
A
1
2 i
tudy Area 2 —I
1
\‘"
|
\
=y ~
EE| oy
<o | TN
52 NI\N\ éo‘
u"’ A_ 234 (40)
o ¥ 269 (32) \
ﬁ Rosewood Ave v
- 1
{11 '-
S g
c oo 1
gl @3 R
<
n Qg
0&
) N
SO

259

3

22 )
g %

7 (6)
0 (0)
3 (5)

©

—~
o
v
—_
N
-
3l
—

27 (177),
1(3)

Westmount Dr

------ Neighborhood Boundary
AM (PM)

N STUDY AREA 2
ah PEAK HOUR TRAFFIC VOLUMES

N
Not to Scale FIGURE 4B




Study Area 2

22
21

24
23

20 18 Stud)gﬁArea 1

28

=====: Neighborhood Boundary

N STUDY AREA 1
h 85TH PERCENTILE SPEED

Not to Scale FIGURE 5




21 24
19 20 16 21

Study Area 2

Study Area 1

=====: Neighborhood Boundary

STUDY AREA 2
O 85TH PERCENTILE SPEED

Not to Scale FIGURE 6




Narma Pl

i
&
\}Q

Keith Ave

i Ausyog N

Troubadour (=}

race | ks

I oy N

verly BlvE

10 ALBYBM N

Alden Dr

10 ABYIEM S
0] 1U|:|LUf'g" 2

iq Auayoq 5

The Abbey Food & Bar i'

Micky's E;'
Rage LEJ

Koontz Hardware l‘@;"

|

West Hq-}ff}fwuad Park |f£,|

i SIUSIIA tpe

iglaad e N
&
&
=

Rangely Ave

Dorringlon Ave

Study Area 1

Ashcroft Ave

Rosewood Ave

(1 Petrossian

Le Pain Quotidien '_'1'_! I

E (M) STK
Sherwaod Dr 8 =
= @
= = = )
I . o i
= i = =
® ] | &
Ty = 2 [}
E = o
= o = o)
(SIS SR &
=
= Luce
L 11} Urth Caffe,

Real Fiod Daily (1)

Largo at the Foronet (=)

=
5
- g Newsroom Cafe [ 11)
E - Beverly Bl
o = () The Body Shop (&
Chaya Brasserie [11) H ;
Cedars-Sinai Beverly Center (&)
Medical Center 2
. (7
e w
o Lisa Kline Men- hEat &Pinnverﬁe &) ®
& Robertson rilion oo g
=5 I.';x c i
O W 3rd St W 3rd St o E 2
: = - = L 3
RobertsonBlvd MedSpa (=) E E = & %
£ o s %
= E 3 % ur]

=====: Neighborhood Boundary

N

9

Not to Scale

FIELD OBSERVATIONS

FIGURE 7



West Hollywood West

Other City Projects

The City of West Hollywood is currently preparing a number of studies and evaluating / considering
development applications have been files that will work collectively with the recommendations included in the
Traffic Calming Study:

e Pedestrian & Bicycle Mobility Plan: In 2013, the City initiated an effort to update their Pedestrian
and Bicycle Master Plan. As a result, several key projects were developed to improve the walking and
bicycling environment through the City. One of the recommendations that stemmed from the
Pedestrian & Bicycle Mobility Plan process was a proposal for a Greenway Street on Almont Avenue:

b

any uojbuuog

Beverly Blvd and Almaat Dr: Resewaad kve: Potential Detringlon ve. Asherefl Ave Existing traffic diverter Sharraw pavemeat Amant v af Seats Manica Santn Monia Blvd: Twe-
Gavin 1 fa¢ Heighs Tralhe and Bosewesd Ave: Step sign wpgreded 1o provide markings ond woyhsding Blvik Bike bex for neatbbound stage bl tura bex far
Richanguiar apid Flsshing Kinle. remayal on Almint Or and sdaquate spaie far sigas along Mmant De eyl with @ sbat hike westhesnd cyvists.
Py trafi colming measares, Bieyes lune beadiag up fo in. Right

) voth o5 birycle frieadly speed boens on sed grobibibed by
Optinn 7 frofie sigoal Tumps osd curk sxteasisns mutoristy with s pusption
Opvion T Bike sipont Bee bicyelists.

The recommended traffic circles included in the DRAFT Traffic Calming Scenarios along Almont Drive
are key elements of creating this low speed, low volume environment and compliment the Greenway
improvements.

¢ West Hollywood Design District Streetscape
Project: The West Hollywood Design District
Streetscape Master Plan (2011) is a plan
designed to improve the overall aesthetics and
mobility of the commercial district known as
the West Hollywood Design District. This

commercial district (formerly known as the

Parking Travel Lane

Avenues) includes the West Hollywood

segments of Beverly Boulevard, Robertson 15 20 o o 15

Boulevard, Melrose Avenue, and Segments Of i uimeios avenue cross secton rom san vicerte Boutevard to Daneny Drve. cros secion shanes 15 oot wide s cn et

sides of the street and sharrow markings to encourage bicycling

Almont and La Peer Drives. The goal of the

Design District Streetscape Master Plan is to strengthen the economic vitality of the district by
improving the pedestrian environment, adding bicycle infrastructure, public gathering spaces, and
landscaping, while improving the overall aesthetics and functionality of the streets. The project
includes design features to correct hazardous traffic conditions while encouraging walking and cycling

March 2015 18
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throughout the district. Recommendations stemming from that study include improvements along
Melrose Avenue that include:

= Traffic signal modifications at La Cienega Boulevard (westbound double left turns)
= Wider sidewalks

= Sharrow markings for bicycles

= Removal of center turn lane from Huntley Avenue to West Knoll Drive
=  Make roadway width consistent

= Parallel curbside parking

= Curb extensions at most corners

= Crosswalks at West Knoll Drive

= New street trees

= New lighting

=  Gateway medians at La Cienega Boulevard

The features planned for the project were evaluated in a traffic impact analysis report prepared for the
Design District Streetscape Plan dated March 2013. The results of the study show that there will be
minor changes in delay with the planned improvements, but overall the intersections will operate at
acceptable levels of service with the planned improvements.

Huntley Dr
Westbourr
Westmour

|
" %@%@%@%@fﬁ u@%&fﬁ%éﬁ@ﬁ &

- ehfose—Avef = =

SEEE n@%

Melrose Streetscape Concept

e Melrose Triangle Development: The proposed project would demolish the existing buildings and
structures on the project site (bounded by Santa Monica Boulevard, Almont Street and Melrose
Avenue) and would construct a mixed-use commercial and residential development. As shown on the
project site plan, the development would consist of three primary structures, referred to as Buildings
A (the Gateway Building), B1 (the Boulevard Building), and B2 (the Avenue Buildings). Building A
would be a single structure on the southwest corner of the project site. Buildings B1 and B2 would be
a series of buildings around a central landscaped courtyard. Portions of three buildings would
surround a broad paseo running through the center of the project site, which would allow pedestrian
access between Santa Monica Boulevard and Melrose Avenue. A traffic impact study was conducted
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for this project as part of the development review process. The developer of the project agreed to

contribute funds to aid in paying for traffic calming in the West Hollywood West community to offset

potential traffic impacts associated with the project.

o The
Boulevard Building
(Building B1)

N. DOHENY DR.

ALMONT AVENUE
[ |

The

< | Avenue Buildings
' (Building B2)

The Gateway Building
(Building A)

[ MELROSE AVENUE il l

F f-l:-' |
LS A FIGURE 3.3
o i 0 Melvose Triangle
— 2
FLLT Conceptual Site Plan
SOURCE: stadioncleran at Perkow it - Ruth Archnegts

Melrose Triangle Conceptual Site Plan
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3.0 COMMUNITY OUTREACH

MEETING #1: JUNE 16, 2014

The first of three community meetings was held on June
16, 2014 at the West Hollywood Public Library
Community Meeting Room. The meeting was attended
by approximately 40 residents of the West Hollywood
West neighborhood. Notices for the meeting were
mailed by City of West Hollywood staff to all addresses
within the study areas.

Participants were introduced to the traffic calming
project by City staff and the Fehr & Peers team. A brief
presentation was provided that gave an overview of the
Neighborhood Traffic Management Program as well as a
description of potential traffic calming tools. Following
the presentation, participants were encouraged to work
in small groups to develop traffic calming solutions.
Each small group of 10 to 12 people was provided a map
of the study area, a traffic calming toolbox, and markers.
They worked collectively to identify key areas in the

community where they have concerns about traffic speed or cut-through traffic.

Based on this discussion, the group was encouraged to identify potential solutions keeping in mind the cost
to install various devices and the benefit each device would provide their community. At the end of the 45
minute small group session, the four groups reported back their ideas and concerns. A summary of the
comments received from each of the four
participating groups is provided in Appendix B.
In addition, the appendix includes a consolidated
list of comments based on the input received
during the small group discussion and maps
illustrating key areas of concern that were used
to develop the final recommendations. The
community consistently expressed concerns
regarding traffic speed and volume along:

e Rosewood Avenue
e Huntley Drive

e Norwich Drive

e Ashcroft Avenue

e  West Knoll Drive
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Traffic diversion from La Cienega Boulevard and Melrose Avenue were also consistent concerns amongst the
residents participating in the small group discussion. Access across San Vicente Boulevard for both pedestrian
and bicyclists was consistently discussed. It was noted that concepts have been developed in the past to
address pedestrian and bicycle access across San Vicente including a median island and signalized pedestrian
crossings.

Detailed suggestions from the community workshop are provided in Appendix C, which includes
recommendations ranging from street closures to speed lumps, from turn restrictions to new traffic signals.
Recommendations and input received from the community were considered in developing the
recommendations included in the Traffic Calming Plan, discussed in the following chapter. However, not all
recommendations could be integrated either due to feasibility, cost or physical constraints. Appendix D
includes a brief discussion on each of the community recommendations considered in the development of the
final recommendations.

MEETING #2: OCTOBER 1, 2014

The second community meeting was held on October 1, 2014 at the West Hollywood Public Library
Community Meeting Room. The meeting was attended by 17 residents of the West Hollywood West
community. By show of hands, approximately half of the attendees had previously participated in the first
workshop.

A brief presentation was given by the City and the consultant team, highlighting the elements of the
Recommended Traffic Calming Scenarios. Following the presentation, participants were encouraged to ask
questions and share their thoughts on the recommendations.

Based on this discussion, there is an overall concern that traffic is diverting in the neighborhood due to traffic
congestion on the surrounding major arterials. There was also a concern that new development planned
around the neighborhood would result in more traffic diverting through the neighborhood. Several of the
participants felt that there should be a higher priority on addressing the traffic on the major arterials prior to
installing traffic calming in the neighborhood.

Comments received specific to the traffic calming devices recommended included:

e Consider chicanes instead of speed lumps on Dorrington. Some concerns were raised regarding
property value decreases associated with speed lumps.

e Some opposition raised regarding the proposed median closure on San Vicente at Rosewood Street.

e Recommendation to remove the channelized right turn lane from northbound San Vicente onto
Rosewood Streets (westbound).

A summary of all written comments received during the workshop are provided in Appendix E.

Based upon the comments received at the workshop minor modifications to the traffic calming
recommendations were made as summarized in the recommendations and conclusion sections of this report.
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MEETING #3: JANUARY 2015

The third and final community meeting was
held in January 2015 and was attended by
approximately 30 members of the
community. The meeting was noticed using
a detailed flyer that included a summary of
all recommendations for both Study Area 1
and Study Area 2.

At this meeting, City staff and the
consultant presented the recommended
traffic calming elements to the community.
Following the presentation, community
members asked questions regarding the
project process, elements of the plan, and
details of the next steps.

Petition areas were defined for this meeting
and presented to the community. The
petition areas were defined for each of the
traffic calming recommendations.  The
extent of the petition area boundary is
based on the type and location of traffic
calming devices recommended and the
potential to impact traffic patterns when
implemented.

During the meeting staff explained to the
community members that following the
traffic calming meeting, it would be the
responsibility of the community to circulate
the petitions and achieve a minimum 51%
support. Detailed addresses within the
petition boundary were presented and were
made available to the community members
at the meeting.

March 2015
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4.0 RECOMMENDATIONS, COST ESTIMATES & PHASING

RECOMMENDATIONS

The recommendations for traffic calming for the West Hollywood West community were developed based on
the assessment of existing data collected, field observations and community input. Two workshops were
conducted that both identified the key traffic related issues in the community and discussed concerns about
traffic on the major arterials surrounding this neighborhood. The City's traffic calming program aims to
reduce cut-through and speed on residential streets in the City and is not designed to address traffic
congestion on major arterials.

As a robust, vibrant, and economically thriving community, West Hollywood has increasingly become a hub of
activity. The result of this success is traffic. Potential solutions along Melrose Avenue, Robertson Boulevard,
San Vicente Boulevard and La Cienega Boulevard that would aid in reducing congestion or improving
pedestrian safety and visibility are outside the scope of this plan and addressed through other City processes
as described above. However, these improvements would be funded through the Capital Improvement
Program, not through neighborhood traffic calming.

By installing traffic calming in the West Hollywood West neighborhood, the attractiveness of cutting through

would be reduced and therefore traffic would remain on the major arterials. The traffic calming tools
identified will both maintain slower traffic speeds and reduce the traffic volumes on the key focus areas
identified during the first community workshop.

Figure 8 illustrates the FINAL Recommended Traffic Calming Scenarios for the West Hollywood West
community. Detailed descriptions of the recommendations and estimated costs to construct are provided in
in the following section of this report.

e Ashcroft Avenue: Ashcroft  Avenue
currently carries the highest east-west
traffic volume on the west side of San
Vicente Boulevard with volumes ranging
from 1,160 to 1,280 vpd. This higher
volume raised several concerns among the
community members who participated in

the first community workshop. Speed was

also identified as a concern; however, the
) Ashcroft Avenue
85" percentile speeds reported range from

24 mph to 28 mph.
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» Dorrington Avenue: No specific community — S o e oA
concerns were raised regarding traffic
conditions  along  Dorrington  Avenue.
However, as a parallel route to Ashcroft
Avenue, traffic calming installed on Ashcroft
Avenue may result in a shift in cut-through
traffic to Dorrington Avenue.  Therefore,

measures were identified to offset potential

diverted traffic to this corridor. Volumes
along Dorrington Avenue range from 670 to Dorrington Avenue

730 vpd.

e Almont Avenue: Almont Avenue is a north-south connection from Melrose Avenue to Beverly
Boulevard through Study Area 1. Although traffic volume is relatively low at approximately 620
vpd, measure to reduce the potential for using Almont Avenue as a by-pass to Robertson

Boulevard, San Vicente Boulevard and Doheny Drive are considered in this traffic calming plan.

e Huntley Drive: Huntley Drive is a north-south street that extends through Study Area 2 and
carries 1,010 vpd north of Rosewood Drive and approximately 310 vpd south of Rosewood Drive.
This significant difference in volume is attributed to the cul-de-sac at the southern end of Huntley
Drive. The 85th percentile speeds along Huntley Drive north of Rosewood Avenue range from 19
to 24 mph, which are within the prima facie speed limit of 25 mph. However, the narrow road
width and on-street parking combined with the higher traffic volume warrant consideration for

potential volume reducing measures.

Rosewood Avenue West Knoll Drive
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e Rosewood Avenue: Rosewood Avenue connects San Vicente Boulevard with La Cienga
Boulevard and intersects with all north-south streets in Study Area 2. Field observations indicate
that this corridor carries the highest volume of cut-through traffic, particularly in the p.m. peak.
Drivers were observed using Rosewood Avenue to bypass traffic queues on San Vicente
Boulevard. Traffic volumes on Rosewood Avenue support this observation with over 4,200 vpd
along the corridor. Traffic patterns suggest that approximately half of these vehicles disperse in
the neighborhood, the remaining half enter/exit the neighborhood at La Cienga Boulevard and
West Knoll Drive. Measures were recommended to reduce the non-resident related traffic
through the community.

e West Knoll Drive: West Knoll Drive currently carries over 2,100 vehicles per day and connects
Study Area 2 to Melrose Avenue via the roundabout at Rosewood. This short street carries the
highest north-south traffic volume in Study Area 2.  Field observations indicate this is a preferred
route of cut-through traffic to and from Melrose Drive from San Vicente Boulevard. Measures to
reduce speed and travel time along this corridor were recommended.

IMPLEMENTATION AND TESTING

Following the circulation of petitions that demonstrate a majority community support, Transportation
Commission review and approval by City Council, elements of the traffic calming plan may be temporarily
implemented in the community to evaluate the effectiveness of the traffic calming measure, to assess
potential diversion or modification of traffic patterns as a result of implementation and to gauge community
approval or concerns about the installed device. The temporary traffic calming devices may be tested for a
period of two to six months and may be slightly modified or relocated during the testing period as necessary
to fully vet the impacts and benefits of the device.

During the testing period, the City will collect speed and traffic volume data near the location of the
temporary installation. Should the implementation of the temporary traffic calming device result in diversion
on parallel or adjoining streets, the City will review the overall traffic calming plan to determine if measures
are planned for the community as a whole that will offset those impacts. If diversion is occurring on routes
where traffic calming is not planned, such as Rosewood Avenue west of San Vicente, Rangely Avenue west of
San Vicente, and Westmount Drive north of Rosewood Drive, then additional traffic calming measures may be
recommended and tested to reduce potential increases in traffic or speed on these local streets. The City will
work with the community to resolve potential issues prior to installing permanent devices in Study Area 1 or
Study Area 2.
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RECOMMENDATION

Install speed lumps on Ashcroft and Dorrington
from Doheny Drive to Almont Drive at 200
spacing

Install neighborhood traffic circles along Almont
Drive at Rangley, Dorrington & Ashcroft

Install landscaped chicanes along Ashcroft &
Dorrington from Almont Drive to Robertson
Boulevard

Install midblock choker on Ashcroft & Dorrington
between Robertson & San Vicente. Add curb
extensions at Dorrington / San Vicente & at
Ashcroft/ Sherbourne/San Vicente

Restrict southbound left turns from San Vicente
Boulevard onto Rosewood Avenue.

Alternate landscape midblock bulb-outs & speed
lumps along Huntley Drive between Melrose
Avenue and Rosewood Avenue. Speed lumps
spaced approximately every 300 -400'.

Install landscaped bulbouts & speed lumps
immediately south of alley along West
Knoll Drive.

Install speed lumps on Westmount Drive from
Melrose to Rosewood roundabout at
200" spacing.

Install neighborhood traffic circles on Rosewood
Avenue at Huntley Avenue & at Westbourne
Drive. Maintain existing stop signs.

Reduce traffic speed and discourage cut through
traffic by as much as 20%.

Narrow intersections and reduce traffic speeds
and cut through traffic (5 to 15%) through
intersections.

Reduce traffic speed and cut through traffic by
5to 10%.

Midblock chokers can result in traffic volume
reduction by as much as 20% with traffic speed
reductions up to 15%.

Reduces southbound left turn volume into the
neighborhood by over 300 vehicles per day.

Varying the treatments along the corridor

will maintain slower speed. Speed lumps are
effective at reducing speeds and discouraging
cut through traffic by as much as 20%.

Narrowing the travel way will discourage cut
through traffic and reduce turning speeds
at intersections.

Decrease in traffic speed by as much as 25%
with volume reduction as much as 7-10%.

Reduce cut through traffic by 5-10% and speed
through intersections by 10-15%.
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POTENTIAL ISSUES

Neighbors expressed concerns about potential
property value impacts.

Existing stop signs should remain in place with
circles. No impacts on parking or right-of-way.

This measure will result in a loss of 2 to 4 parking
spaces depending on location and design.

Midblock choker may result in loss of parking.
Potential drainage issues associated with curb
extensions will need to be evaluated.

Diversion of traffic onto north-south streets from
Melrose Avenue.

Potential drainage issues at bulbout locations
will need further evaluation. Neighbors
concerned about loss in property values
associated with speed humps.

Potential drainage issues will need
further evaluation.

Neighbors expressed concerns about potential
property value impacts.

Existing stop signs should remain in place with
circles. No impacts on parking or right-of-way.

Rever

Future solutions that do not require a petition will be evaluated and implemented as part of future capital projects outside of the Neighborhood Traffic Management Program. These
include a pedestrian/bicycle traffic signal at San Vicente/Ashcroft and La Cienega/Rosewood, traffic signal improvements on Melrose Avenue, and bulb-outs along Robertson Boulevard.
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West Hollywood West

COST ESTIMATES

Based on the final traffic calming recommendations outlined in this section, cost estimates were prepared for
the two study areas. Table 1 summarizes the estimated costs to construct the recommendations. The traffic
calming elements identified in Figure 8 have a collective construction cost of approximately $652,450 to
install, which does not include costs to relocate utilities, acquire right-of-way, landscape or irrigate or provide

for long-term maintenance. The cost does include a 25% contingency.

None of the devices recommended will likely need additional environmental review, therefore, the estimated
cost do not include environmental studies or final design costs. It is assumed that typical design drawings can

be used to design and construct most of these elements.

To establish the costs of the traffic calming concept plan, typical costs were used for each of the devices
recommended based on the following:

e Neighborhood Traffic Circles: $40,000 per intersection

e Speed Lumps: $5,000 per lump

e Chicanes: $30,000 (3 curb extensions, alternating sides)
e Midblock Bulbouts $10,000 per location

e Intersection Bulbouts $15,000 per corner

e New Marked Crosswalk with Beacons ~ $12,000 per crosswalk
e Median Improvements/Turn Restriction $150 per linear foot (10" wide median)
e Install cul-de-sac (existing location) $75,000 to $100,000

Detailed cost estimate information is provided in Appendix F.
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Table 1

FINAL Traffic Calming Recommendations and Estimated Construction Costs

Recommendation

Purpose

Anticipated Benefit

Estimated Cost

Study Area 1 Recommendations

Install speed lumps on Ashcroft and

Reduce traffic speed and discourage

Reduce speed by as much as 20% (4-5 mph)

1 Dorrington from Doheny Drive to . ) . . $25,000
Ao B o 200 geadine cut-through traffic. along corridor depending on design
. - Narrow intersections and reduce )
Install neighborhood traffic circles . . . Reduce cut-through traffic by 5-10% and
. traffic speeds through intersections. . . .
2. along Almont Drive at Rangley, . . . traffic speed through intersections by 10- $150,000
; Existing stop signs should remain in
Dorrington and Ashcroft o 15%.
place with circles.
Insta.ll chicanes along Ashcrgft and Redgce tréfﬂc speed aer cut-th.rough Serluee qoas by 25 mud 65 B9 A
3. Dorrington from Almont Drive to traffic. This measure will result in a $75,000
. volume by as much as 10%.
Robertson Boulevard loss of parking.
Install midblock choker on Ashcroft and Narrowing the travel way resulting in
Dorrington between Robertson and near one-way traffic will result in One-way slow down points can result in
4. San Vicente. Add curb extensions at reduced traffic speeds and reduce traffic volume reduction by as much as 20% $100,000
Dorrington / San Vicente and at potential cut-through traffic. May with traffic speed reductions up to 15%.
Ashcroft / Sherbourne/San Vicente result in a a loss of parking.
Restrict left turns from San Vicente Redgcg cutthrougitraffic by . Potential negative impact: diversion of
. restricting southbound access into .
5. Boulevard to Rosewood Avenue using . traffic onto north-south streets from $40,000
. Study Area 2 from San Vicente
signage Melrose Avenue.
Boulevard.
Install permanent cul-de-sac on Almont Improve quality of an existing traffic ~ No change in traffic patterns, but improved $75,000-
Street calming feature aesthetics 100,000
TOTAL ESTIMATED STUDY AREA 1 RELATED COSTS $465,000
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Table 1

FINAL Traffic Calming Recommendations and Estimated Construction Costs

Traffic Calming Study

Recommendation

Purpose

Anticipated Benefit

Estimated Cost

Study Area 2 Recommendations

Alternate landscape midblock bulb-
outs and speed lumps along Huntly
Drive between Melrose Drive and
Rosewood Avenue. Speed lumps
spaced approximately every 300-400
feet.

Install landscaped bulbouts and
7. speed lumps immediately south of
alley along Westmount Drive.

Install speed lumps on Westmount
8. Drive from Melrose to Rosewood at
200" spacing

Install neighborhood traffic circles on
Rosewood Avenue at Huntley Avenue
and at Westbourne Drive. Maintain
existing stop signs.

Varying the treatments along the
corridor will maintain driver awareness.
Speed lumps are effective at reducing
speeds and discouraging cut-through
traffic.

Narrowing the travel way will discourage
cut-through drivers from entering the
residential neighborhood by creating a
more noticeable transitions from
commercial to residential areas.

Reduce potential for cut-through traffic.

Narrow intersections and reduce traffic
speeds through intersections. Existing
stop signs should remain in place with
circles.

Reduce speed by as much as 20% and
discourage cut-through traffic by as
much as 10%.

This is measure is intended to address
potential traffic diversion issues
associated with the speed lumps
recommended on West Knoll Drive (#15)

Decrease in traffic speed by as much as
25% with volume reduction as much as
7-10%.

Reduce cut-through traffic by 5-10% and
speed through intersections by 10-15%.

TOTAL ESTIMATED STUDY AREA 2 RELATED COSTS

$56,250

$12,500

$18,750

$100,000

$187,500
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PHASING

The City of West Hollywood budgets approximately $50,000 to $100,000 per year for the installation of
traffic calming devices in neighborhoods throughout the city as a result of traffic calming studies such as
this. As demonstrated in Table 1, the cost to implement the West Hollywood West traffic calming plan
exceeds the annual budget for installation. Therefore, it is reasonable to assume that these improvements

will be installed over time.

As the improvements will likely be phased, it is recommended that the areas with the highest level of cut-
through traffic be addressed first. Then future phases of traffic calming can be rolled out as funding and
neighborhood support become available. Figure 9 illustrates the recommended phasing plan based on

the improvements identified in the Final Recommended Traffic Calming Scenario figure.

Figure 9: Recommended Phasing Plan

Phase A: Improvement 9, Traffic Circles on Rosewood $100,000

Phase B: Improvement 3, Landscaped Chicanes on Ashcroft & Dorrington...............

Phase C: Improvement 6, Medians and Curb Extensions on Ashcroft & Dorrington ...

Phase D: Improvement 4,Midblock Choker & Curb Extensions on Ashcroft & Dorrington......................$100,000
Phase E: Improvement 8, Speed Lumps on West Knolls and Westmount $18,750
Phase F: Improvement 5, Left Turn Restriction on San Vicente $40,000
Phase G: Improvement 2, Traffic Circles on Almont $150,000
Phase H: Improvement 1, Speed Lumps on Ashcroft & Dorrington $25,000
Phase I Improvement 7, Curb Extension on West Knoll $12,500
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OTHER MEASURES

In addition to the detailed recommendations included in Figure 8, several
supporting improvements could be installed, without a community survey
or additional analysis, to address speeding and cut-through issues:

e Utilize Radar Speed Feedback Signs: Radar speed feedback
signs provide drivers an instant response to their existing speed
along a roadway. Coupled with a speed limit sign, these devices
inform the driver if he or she is exceeding the speed limit. Speed
trailers or pole mounted devices, installed on a temporary or
rotational basis, can be effective at slowing drivers down and
increasing driver awareness of travel speed. Long term installation
tends to be less effective, particularly in residential areas as drivers become accustomed to seeing
the signs.

o Install Speed Limit Signs & Pavement Markings: Although the majority of the reported speeds
within the community were within the 25 mph prima facie speed limit, installation of speed limit
signs at key entry points such as Ashcroft Avenue, Rosewood Avenue and Huntley Avenue would
enforce the residential neighborhood speeds.

e Traffic Calmed Area Signs: In lieu of or in conjunction with
speed limit signs, it is also feasible to install “Traffic Calmed

Area” signs at key entry points to enforce the slower residential / g:t;mg
speeds desirable within the community. bt t DEVICES

AHEAD

e Improve Existing Traffic Calming Treatments: An existing
cul-de-sac is located on Almont Street. It was installed using
planters to close off vehicular access. It is recommended that
this improvement be made permanent through the installation
of curbs, landscape and drainage improvements (as appropriate).

e Improve Traffic Signal Timing and Operations Surround the Study Area: City of West
Hollywood and City of Los Angeles maintain the traffic signals surrounding the West Hollywood
West community. Both cities maintain the traffic signals and continually monitor performance to
improve traffic flow. It is recommended that this monitoring continue to reduce the potential for
cut through traffic through West Hollywood West. Left turning vehicles typically experience the
highest delay and create queues at signalized intersections, particularly when left turn phasing is
not provided. Left turning vehicles at the intersection of Melrose Drive and San Vicente
Boulevard typically experiences high delays due to high traffic volume and a lack of gaps to allow
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Traffic Calming Study

left turning vehicles to make their move. Therefore, it is recommended that the signal be
modified to include left turn arrows to reduce delay and improve traffic flow.

e Improve Pedestrian and Bicycle Access within West Hollywood West: One way to reduce the
traffic congestions surrounding the West Hollywood West community is to reduce the reliance on
autos and encourage more pedestrian and bicycle trips. Two recommendations are provided to
improve pedestrian and bicycle connectivity: a new traffic signal at Almont Street and San
Vicente Boulevard and a new pedestrian crossing at Rosewood Avenue and La Cienega Boulevard.

Traffic signal improvements, timing and pedestrian treatments are not included in the Traffic Calming
program and would therefore be funded through other City resources. These recommendations, along
with their associated costs, are summarized in Table 2.
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Table 2

Additional Traffic Improvement Measures Not Related to Traffic Calming

(Potentially Funded Through CIP)

Recommendation

Improve signal timing along Melrose Avenue

Purpose

Cut-through traffic tends to occur when
traffic queues form at signalized

Anticipated Benefit

N/A: results will depend upon success

Estimated Cost

to minimize cut-through traffic |nter'sect|o'ns. Minimizing delays on major of signal timing improvements. $31,250
arterials will reduce dependence on
alternative routes.
Lack of left turn phase results in higher
el &5 ot iesing) &t Mieliase Avamus delz?lys for left tu.rnlng vehicles, part|cular.ly N/A:' add|t|on'al anal'ys!s of Igft turn
. during peak periods. Left turn phases will phasing and signal timing will be $9,375
San Vicente Boulevard . . . .
ensure that left turning vehicles are necessary to determine overall benefit.
served during each signal cycle.
Install pedestrian activated flashing beacons at Imprgvmg the VISIbIlIt.y of the pedestrian N/A: effectiveness depends upon
. - . crossing reduces traffic speeds .
existing marked crosswalks at the intersection . . . . presence of pedestrians and beacon $30,000
i particularly during high pedestrian -
of La Cienega Boulevard / Rosewood Avenue . activation.
volume times of the day.
Improve pedestrian access across San
Install traffic signal at San Vicente Vicente Boulevard. Traffic signal warrants Improved pedestrian access across San $250,000
Boulevard/Ashcroft Avenue will need to be conducted to aid in Vicente. '
justifying the signal.
TOTAL ESTIMATED CIP RELATED COSTS $321,125
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5.0 NEXT STEPS

This report summarizes the traffic calming recommendations for the West Hollywood West community.
Approval of the plan, funding and implementation of the improvements are the subsequent steps of this
project. As the planning process concludes with this report, City of West Hollywood staff will present the

report to the Transportation Commission and City Council as an informational item.

Following the presentation to Transportation Commission and City Council, community members will be
tasked with circulating petitions within their community for the recommended traffic calming devices.
The majority of the residents within the sphere of influence of the traffic calmed area (51% or more) will
need to sign the petition in order for the City Council to consider implementation of the devices within

that area.

As described in Section 4 of this report, the traffic calming devices can be installed in a series of phases,
with areas experiencing the greatest level of cut-through traffic be installed first. The spheres of influence
for the traffic calmed areas within the West Hollywood West community for each of the phased areas are

provided in Appendix G.
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